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About the Festival:
The Ashwell Music Festival was started by Canon Jack 
Catterick in 1953. Since that time, the Festival has 
grown from the original concept of a summer school 
for young people, to involve professional musicians, 
some with national and indeed international 
reputations.
Historically the festival has been a week long event 
held in St. Mary's Church; however more recently the 
festival has expanded to include other venues. This 
year we again have a 'fringe' event taking place in the 
Bushel and Strike.

Aims:
While we continue in the original aims of encouraging 
both young and local performers, we also aim to 
attract choirs, bands and orchestras from across the 
country.
The Festival has a proven record of providing high 
quality yet affordable performances during the week of 
the events, resulting in a unique arts event for the 
area. The Festival has wide appeal, attracting an 
audience from Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire and beyond.
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We are very grateful to our sponsors:

I D Products 
J Cooke Engineering Ltd

PJ Gates Photography Limited

If you would like to be a sponsor next year  
please get in touch.www.ashwellmusicfestival.org.uk
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St. Mary's Ashwell is a bustling village church which is at 
the heart of the community. Its tower dominates the whole 
of the village and the surrounding countryside and is the 
iconic centre of the village. Worship has continued here in 
Ashwell for more than a thousand years. The Church, 
mentioned in the Doomsday Book, was completely rebuilt 
in the 14th and 15th centuries. The Black Death 
interrupted building for nearly twenty years but it was 
resumed in 1368 and continued with the completion of the 
tower to celebrate the victory of Agincourt in 1415. Today 
St. Mary's has a lively and active congregation, which 
contributes generously towards maintaining the fabric of 
the Church. We also have a supportive and helpful local 
community and events such as the Music Festival not 
only add to vibrant life but bring in neccessary funds for 
restoration. Much repair work has already been achieved 
over the past twenty years but we are catching up with the 
decay of centuries and so there is still much more to do.


