
About the Festival:
The Ashwell Music Festival was started by Canon Jack 
Catterick in 1953. Since that time, the Festival has 
grown from the original concept of a summer school 
for young people, to involve professional musicians, 
some with national and indeed international 
reputations.
Historically the festival has been a week long event 
held in St. Mary's Church; however more recently the 
festival has expanded to include other venues. This 
year we again have a 'fringe' event taking place in the 
Bushel and Strike.

Aims:
While we continue in the original aims of encouraging 
both young and local performers, we also aim to 
attract choirs, bands and orchestras from across the 
country.
The Festival has a proven record of providing high 
quality yet affordable performances during the week of 
the events, resulting in a unique arts event for the 
area. The Festival has wide appeal, attracting an 
audience from Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire and beyond.

We are very grateful to our sponsors:

I D Products 
J Cooke Engineering Ltd

PJ Gates Photography Limited

If you would like to be a sponsor next year  
please get in touch.www.ashwellmusicfestival.org.uk
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the heart of the community. Its tower dominates the whole 
of the village and the surrounding countryside and is the 
iconic centre of the village. Worship has continued here in 
Ashwell for more than a thousand years. The Church, 
mentioned in the Doomsday Book, was completely rebuilt 
in the 14th and 15th centuries. The Black Death 
interrupted building for nearly twenty years but it was 
resumed in 1368 and continued with the completion of the 
tower to celebrate the victory of Agincourt in 1415. Today 
St. Mary's has a lively and active congregation, which 
contributes generously towards maintaining the fabric of 
the Church. We also have a supportive and helpful local 
community and events such as the Music Festival not 
only add to vibrant life but bring in neccessary funds for 
restoration. Much repair work has already been achieved 
over the past twenty years but we are catching up with the 
decay of centuries and so there is still much more to do.



Thursday, 14th May 7.00pm 
A Night with Ashwell Stage School 

St Mary's Church
Ashwell Stage School presents an evening of songs from popular 
musicals including "Phantom of the Opera", "Rent", "Song and Dance", 
"Oliver", "Les Misérables" and many more.

Sunday, 17th May 7.30pm 
Tr iptych

St Mary's Church
The Triptych Singers were founded in 1973 and their repertoire includes 
sacred and secular music from the 14th to the 20th centuries.  They have 
performed in churches all over the country and have also given recitals in 
Brecon Cathedral and the Anglican church in Amsterdam.  

Sung Compline
St Mary's Church

Tonight's concert will be followed by he gentlemen of St Mary's Choir 
singing the ancient plainsong service of Compline.

Monday, 18th May 7.30pm 
An Evening of Folk and More

Bushel & Strike
From far and near, entertaining music and song with a traditional  
acoustic feel. 

Tuesday, 19th May 7.30pm 
YYoung Musicians' Concert

St Mary's Church
AnAn evening that celebrates the talents of local young people from Ashwell 
Primary Primary School, Knights Templar School and the Ashwell Church Junior 
Choihoir.

Sunung Compline
St MarySt Mary's Church

Tonight'ht's concert will be followed by he gentlemen of St Mary's Choir 
singing thsinging the ancient plainsong service of Compline.
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BOOKING FORM

Note:  Some performances are by ticket only; 
 there may be limited tickets available at the door,  
 but we recommend you book in advance.

£5 On Door

Wednesday, 20th May 7.00pm
Architectur al Ashwell

Meet at St Mary's Church

Discover the secrets of Ashwell's past through buildings. A guided walk 
around the village with local historian David Short to discover the 
treasures of Ashwell. There are limited numbers for this very popular 
event, so entry is only by ticket bought in advance.

Saturday, 23th May 7.30pm  
Terry Lightfoot's Jazzmen  
with Melinda Lightfoot

St Mary's Church
'From Bourbon Street to Broadway'
A wonderful evening is in store for lovers of traditional jazz as  
the legendary international jazz clarinettist Terry Lightfoot and his 
Jazzmen, by popular demand, return to the Music Festival. 
An absolute treat for lovers of jazz and swing alike, who like their music 
high-energy, interspersed with sensitive treatments of some 
unforgettable 20th century jazz melodies.

Sunday, 24th May 6.30pm
Festal Evensong

St Mary's Church
A traditional 1662 full choral Evensong with Guest Conductor,  
Organist and Preacher.

Music Director:     Judith Catterick
Guest Conductor: David Hill 
               Conductor of the BBC Singers 
Guest Organist:    Paul Bryan 
                             Organist, Ely Cathedral Octagon Singers
Guest Preacher:   The Venerable Trevor Jones 

             Archdeacon of Hertford

Please fill in your details:

Name:
Address:

   Postcode:
Telephone:
Email:
We are committed to protecting your privacy. We will only use the 
information that we collect about you lawfully (in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 1998). Tick here if you don't want us to 
contact you again about future festival events.

Don't forget your Stamped Addressed Envelope

Latest information:
www.ashwellmusicfestival.org.uk

Olive and Pat Holmes,  
Westwinds, The Green,  

Steeple Morden.  
SG8 OND. 

Telephone: 
01763 852582

How to Book

#

H
To book Festival Events please send this booking form, with a cheque 
(payable to 'St. Mary's Ashwell') and a SAE to: 

Festival Events:     No Tickets
Tuesday 14th May

Stage School
Saturday 17th May

Triptych

Monday 18th May

Folk Evening
Tuesday 19th May

Young Musicians
Wednesday 20th May

Architectural Ashwell
Saturday 23rd May

Terry Lightfoot
  

Sunday 24th May

Festival Evensong

Adult 
£10

Under 16
£5

£3

Donations on night

Retiring Collection 

Donations on night

Adult 
£7

Under 16
£3


